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‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.’ 


A SERMON, 
By W. 1. REESE. 

“God is nota man that he should lie, neither the 
Son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and 
shall he not doit? hath he spoken, *ud shall he not 
Minake it good ?”—Numbers xxiii. 19, 20. 

THouGu the propriety of many things which 
do actually exist, must remain, at least for the 
present, a profound secret; yet such things 
cannot be considered as subjects of revelation, 
as that which is revealed ceases to be a secret. 
When we call the Bible a revelationsAve mean 
that the truths it contains necessary for man to 
believe, are sufficiently plain and intelligible ; 
otherwise, we convey no definite meaning 
whatever, by such language. It would cer- 
tainly be vain to call things by names which 
they do not deserve. ‘The sacred scriptures 
either contain a revelation, or they do not.— 
To say they do contain a revelation, yet call 
them secret and mysterious, is to speak untruly 
if not wickedly ; and is no better than an at- 
tempt to pay the Authour of truth, a compli- 
ment for that which he never performed. 

The smatterers of mystick theology speak 
with uncommon clearness and confidence, 
when they can substitute their own assertions 
for facts and approved testimony ; and their 
gtoss departures Seth the standard of truth, are 
heard by their deluded, though, no doubt, ho- 
nest disciples, who know but little of the 
scriptures as they ought, with a kind of stupid 
rapture, and are regarded as containing the 
essence of revealed truth; and if any one 
Wishing to be instructed, asks an explanation 
ora reason for some of the fundamentals of 
their creed, the preacher, with threatening 
looks and trembling voice, expresses a strong 
suspicion that all is not right—that the inquirer 
is departing from implicit faith, and requires 
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evidence whieh cannot be given—or perhaps 
he deplores the impaired state of the human 


mind, by reason of the “fall,” and, that our 
reason is utterly 
lime i. 


incapable of fathoming the sub- 

. mysteries revelation ! aud -if k 

can be made to believe this, the point is gain= 
ed. Henee it ‘is, that many people seem to 
rest satisfied in learning, that they caf learn 
just nothing. . 

Now there is an object im all this, and one 
must shut his eyes very closely net to per- 
ceive it: The aes Balaam, the authour of 
our text, was called by Balak, king of the 
Moabites, to curse the of Israel, who 
had pitched their tents on the plains of Moab, 
near Jerrico. As a reward for his services, Ba- 
lak promised to promote the prophet to very 
great honour, and to do for him whatever he 
should desire. This, to be sure, was a splen- 
did promise ; and although Balaam evidently 
sought for the promised reward, yet he possi- 
tively declared to the king’s messengers, that 
if Balak should give him his house full of sil- 
ver and gold, he could not go beyond the words 
of the Lord his God, “less or more.” From 
this he did not d but said in the conclu- 
sion, “ Behold I have received commandment 
to bless, and He hath blessed; and I cannot 
reverse it:” ver. 20. New there can be no 
doubt, that if one so celebrated as Balaam, 
had cursed Israel to the extent the king desi- 
red, it would have seemed right in the eyes 
of the blinded Moabites, though the prophet 
blest them altogether ; and, to the credit of his 
memory be it said, he did not use the ignor- 
ance and infatuation of the people for ~— 
of sordid gain, or of self-aggrandizement, how- 
ever alluring the offered reward ; and however 
much the prophet is blamed by those who use 
“‘ words without knowledge,” and the 
ignorance of mankind, and sow the baleful 
seeds of discord and infidelity, his conduct 
must have the preference. For, notwithstand- 
ing we truly regret this state of things, facts 
warrant the belief, that fora much less com- 
pensation than Balaam refused, we have among 
us lovers of the reward of unri . 
who curse nine-tenths of the whole race ; 
though if they have received any command- 
ment at all, it is to bless ; for God hath blessed. 
Yet on account of some strange infatuation, 


they curse almost altogether. 





‘hese observations are designed to exhibit 
the striking difference which exists between 
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the*conduct of the prophet, and of those who 
“follow in the way of Balaam for reward 3” 
and who, much unlike the prophet, actually 
depart, “Jess or more,” from the words of 
God, by cursing the heritage of the Most High. 
And though it is often declared, (we do not 
like to say, with unworthy motives,) that God 
is angty, changes and repents, without attempt- 
ing to qualify or account for such language, 
our text, in the most positive manner, affirms, 
that “God is not a man, that he should lie ; 
neither the Son of man, that he should repent.” 

But it will likely be objected here, that the 
scriptures say Ged is angry, repents, &c. Well, 
be it so, for the present. But the scriptures 
say, too, that he oes not repent, neither io 
fury in him: Isa. xxvii. 4. hich of these 
two sentiments, then, shall we adopt? shall 
we admit them both ? This, in the same sense 
of speaking, we cannot possibly do. We will, 
however, allow the truth of them both, to the 
extent the scriptures and reason will allow, 
‘and attempt to mark the difference in the light 
of the evidence afforded us. 

It is admitted, that there are apparent, tho’ 
not real contradictions in the scriptures ; for 
they are such contradictions as almost daily 
pass before us, in the ordinary concerns of life, 
on which account we do not so readily notice 
them. Inattention to this subject has caused 
many to stumble at the word. What I wish to 
have understood by saying, that the same or 
similar contrarieties pass before us daily, in 
the ordinary concerns of life, is, that we gene- 
rally speak commonly receited or popular 
truths, which, from custem, and the sense in 
which we use them, are frue in a very im- 

rtant sense, and it would be tedious and 
highly improper to exchange the mode for an- 
other. But it cannot be denied, that there 
are current truths, both useful and necessary, 
which are not, neither can they be true ina 
philosophical sense. And there are philoso- 
phical truths, which neither do, nor ean, with 
any degree of convenience or propriety, be- 
long to the ordinary or popular class. In show- 
ing this, let it be observed, 

1. Under the government and wise provi- 
dence of God, we are made dependent on Him 
for our health and strength, and the exercise 
of all our bodily and mental faculties; and eve- 
ry moment of our lives depends on Him, or 
the means which He has appointed, for ‘ none 
can keep alive his own soul.” This is true in 
the most absolute and philosophical sense.— 
Now, though this be true in the highest sense, 
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we find ourselves frequently saying, and very 
properly too, that we will do this or that—twe | 
will perform a journey—we will walk abroad | 
—we will doa job of work—we will conquer 
the enemy—we will convince gainsayers—we 
will heal the sick—we will seek wisdom—te 
will be servicable to mankind, &e. &e. Now, 
all thisis both true and proper; but it should 





all be understood with the apostle James, that 
all these things may be done, “if God will,” 
All these attempts have been made and carried 
into execution ; hence they are true, becange 
not above the ordinary abilities of man to 
form. Yet they cannot be said to be true jp 
a theoretical* or philosophical sense before their 
accomplishment which depends alone on the 
government and blessing of God. But as the 
Almighty works by means, it becomes not wy 
to say, “what God wills, he can perform’ 
without us,” as we are the means in the Di. 
vine hand to carry on his 2 
say, then, 1D relat to fits abject, thas 
perform the works ; and also, it may be said, 
thet Cod performs them; but not surely, in 
the same sense of speaking. For when we 
speak of ourselves, we speak of 

causes ; and in attributing splendid performan- 
ces to men, we may speak the truth, butit 
belongs to the ordinary or popular class only, 
but is true in a sense which cannot be di 

sed with, as itis a mode of speaking generally 
understood and adopted, and is highly proper 
and useful. But when we aseribe all the 
glory to God as the final cause of all good, we 
speak a theoretical truth. Hence, both are true, 
but in different senses. ; 

2. Our observations on other philosophical 
subjects, as also astronomical, are in the same 
manner presented for consideration. We uni- 
formly speak of rain and snow falling or coming 
down, which is also the language of scripture 
on this subject. See Isa. lv. 10: “As the 
rain cometh down and the snow from heaven.” 
Yet as the rain and snow come at different, 
and at all times, in their respective seasons, 
from the revolution of ‘the earth, they come to 
us upward and horizontally, as well as other- 
wise, though we never so speak. But the fact 
is, we — properly, and utter a lar or 
commonly received truth, though it is nots 
philosophical one, We speak so, because it 
obviously appears to be, and is, a truth, but of 
the ordinary class only, The scriptures say, 
‘the heavens are higher than the earth ;’ andit 
being thought that the heavenly bodies are 
above us, we always suppose we look up to 
see the sun, moon and stars. Now these are 
obvious truths, and are commonly used among 
us, with the greatest propriety; yet it is cer- 
tainly true that they are not invariably philo- 
sophical, but merely of the popular order.— 
There is nothing more common among us, than 
the saying that the sun rises and sets. 
Psalmist says, “the sun knoweth his goi 
down:” Ps. civ. 19, Joshua commanded the 
sun and moon to stand still: x. 12. David 
says of the sun, “His going forth is from the 
end of Heaven, and his circuit to the ‘ends of 
it:” Ps. xix. 6. Such language as this abounds 





*See a pamphlet entitled “ Calvinism versus Cal 
vinism,” from which I haye taken many of the idea 
anyanceé in this discourse. 
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) that in the scriptures, and has ever been the com- 
will,” mon mode of speaking. Yet convincing facts 
arried have long since determined, that this language, 
cause though proper and necessary, is not philoso- | 
O per. phically true, but only ordinarily or popularly 
rue in 80. We speak the same kind of truth when 
their we say the sun or the moon is red, for we are 





always understood, because we speak the or- 
dinary language of the day. But surely the 
sun is not, in itself, redder at one time than 
atanother. Hence, it isonly a popular, and 
not a philosophical truth. In the quotation 


from. the 19th ct ter, we read the end and the 


ur sucu language could only 
arise from arance, and not from facts.— 
These are a few of the many instances which 
might be exhibitted to the same purpose. 

3. By the same rule the following contra- 
rieties, preparatory to our subject, are ration- 
ally and readily solved. God hardened the 
heart of Pharaon and his servants, that he 
might make known his signs and wonders, and 
declare his name throughout the earth ; and 
Pharaoh hardened his own heart and would not 
let the people go. _ Moses brought the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt; yet God 
brought them out with a high hand and an 
out stretched arm. The sons of Jacob sold 
Joseph into Eeypt ; yet God sent him there to 
save much life. The Jews crucified Jesus with 
wicked hands; yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise him. Jesus had power to lay down his 
life and to take it again; yet God raised him 
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the from the dead. Jesus came to save the world ; 
n.” yet God was in Christ reconciling the world 
nt, unto himself. Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
ns, thy God; God cannot be tempted with evil. 








to Itis said the Jews should know God’s breach 
er of promise ; yet he is without variableness or | 
act shadow of turning. It is remarked of the Jews, 
or they have hardened their necks that they 
ta might not hear my words; yet God gave them 
it the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
of not see, and ears that they should not hear.— 
y; Ye do always resist the Holy Spirit ; yet “ they 






could not resist the spirit and the wisdom with 
which Stephen spoke.”” Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God 
that worketh in you to will and to do of his 
own good pleasure. God is angry with the 
wicked every day—God so loved the world, 








it. I might quote similar contradictions to no 
ordinary length, as every one knows. who has 
paid any attention to these different modes of 
speaking ; but these are enough for a speci- 
men. I have not referred to the places where 
the texts are found, as it was deemed unne- 
cessary. 

It is not strange, that contrarieties like these 
should occur in the scriptures, seeing they are 
such as daily occur in almost all our observa- 

tions. This being the case, then it will follow, 
that he who rejects the scriptures on account 
















of the seeming contradictions found in them, 


that he gave his only begotten Son to die for 





| must do it prematurely or in violation of the 


eviednce of his own senses. 

4. What has been said, it is believed, would . 
satisfy most men, that our text is to be under- 
stood in a strict philosophical sense, and that 
all opposed to it are to be understood in a pop- 
ular sense. But I shall notice here the more 
prominent contrast arising from texts which 
represent the Deity as both mutable and im- 
mutable. In doing this, we shall place the 
| popular expression before those we call philo- 
| sophical. 
| “It repented the Lord, that he had made 
}man—-God ‘is hot a man iat he d lie, 
neither the son of man that he should repent. 
| And the Lu: rcpented of the evil which he 
, thought to do unto his people—the strength of 
' Israel will not lie nor repent, for he is not a 

man that he should repent. For it repented 
the Lord because of their groanings—the Lori 
hath sworn and will not repent. And the 
' Lord repented that he had wade Saul king 
| over Israel—I have spoken it, I have purpo- 
sed it, and will not repent. ‘The Lord repent- 
ed him of the evil, and said to the destroying 
angel, It is enough—I will not go back, nei- 
ther will I spare, neither will I repent. And 
| the Lord repented aecording to the multitude 
| of his mercies—repentance shall be hid from 
| mine eyes. The Lord repented for this—it 
' shall not be, saith-the Lord, I gm the Lord, I 
| change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are» 
not consumed. The Lord hath sworn by the 
excellency of Jacob, surely I will never for- 
| get any of their works—for I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more. The 
Lord avengeth and is furious—fury is not in 
me. God is angry with the wicked every day— 
God commendeth his love towards us while 
we are yet sinners.” 

Now it is plain, that this catalogue of oppo- 
sites cannot be true in the same sense of speak~ 
ing, although the expressions are true in their 
respective, appropria‘e significatians. The 
scriptures represent the Deity infinite and un- 
changeable in love, wisdom, power, knowl- 
edge, justice, holiness, goodness, faithfulness, 
mercy andtruth. This description of his na- 
ture is true in the most positive sense, and 
confirmed by all his works. Hence it neither 
is, nor can be true, that he is finite and ninta- 
ble in.any of his attributes. 

We have discovered from the investigation 
of this department of our subject, that there 
are popular and philosophical truths, or » truths 
of appearance and truths of fact ; and _ that 
these do not depend on each other, nor are they 
in any degree corinected. 

1. We have discovered this from the man- 
ner in which we speak of ourselves. It has 
been said that we frequently find ourselves 
speaking as though we were the principal or 
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independent actors in the atlairs of life, which, 

so far-asitis a truth, is only one of appear- 
ance, for the fact is far otherwise as we are all 
teady to admit. 

2. From the usual mode of speaking of the 
rising and setting of the sun—the falling of 
rain and snow—the elevation of the planets, 
and the ends of the earth and heavens; all 
these can only be called apparent or popular 
truths, but are not truths in fact. 

3. By comparing our experience with simi- 
lar facts mentioned in the scriptures concern- 
ing the freedom of action in the creature, and 
the government of God, Pharaoh seemed the 
sole cause of detaining the Jews in bondage. 
‘The sons of Jacob seemed entirely free in dispo- 
sing of Joseph to the Pshmaclitcs. ~ The Jews 
seemed to act freely in their conduct towards 
the Messiah. The people of Israel acted freely 
in rejecting the preaching of the prophets.— 
Yea, it may be said with propriety, that all 
those persons acted with perfect freedom, be- 
cause their freedom was necessary. Notwith- 
standing, as all these facts, and many more of 
the kind, have opponent passages which we 
have named, they can be called seeming, quali- 
fied or popular truths only ; while the opposite 
ate positive, unqualified, and theoretical. 

' _ 4. The same variety appears in the language 
already noticed, which concerns the conduct 
and attributes of the Deity. He is spoken of 


as repenting, being angry, turning from his 


urposes, swerving from his promises, and ab- 
ing mankind. Now, from the seventy- 
third psalm and other places, it evidently ap- 
pears, that wrong views were entertained of 
the purposes and dispensations of God, by 
Asaph himself, as he acknowledges. In other 
places language highly figurative occurs. It is 
said, that God makes the clouds his chariot, 
and rides upon the wings of the wind—rides 
upon a swift cloud—sits upon a throne—an 
altar—that he has hands, feet, eyes, fingers, 
nose, breath, mouth—that he bows the hea- 
vens and comes down, and removes from place 
to place. Now the most that can be said of 
this language, is, that it was peculiar to the 
age in which it was spoken, as no one will 
say itis literally true. For God is a spirit, and 
fills héaven and earth with his presence. 
Suppose we should say, then, that God is 
angry, repents or frowns, as truly as the sun 
rises and sets ; if we were properly understood 
in-telation to the anger of God and the rising 
and setting of the sun, we should only convey 
by such language, that these things, though 
true in the popular style of speaking, were so 
in appearance only, while the philosophy of 
both cases, is directly the reverse. This, then, 
is in argument with our own senses, and ac- 
cords with our customary mode of speaking.— 
Therefore, we may with truth affirm, that 
“‘ God is not a man, that he should lie, neither 
rhe son of man, that he should repent.” 
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Having attended to the first part of our sy. 
ject, and ascertained from scripture, phil 

and reason, that God is infinite and Pach 
able in every thing that is great, and good, and 
glorious, we pass to notice the inquiries which 
occur in the text, and which would natural} 

arise from the view we have taken, namely 
‘‘ Hath he said, and shall he not do it? Hath 
he spoken, and shall he not make it good ?” 

Here let us notice the extent of the proph. 
et’s authority, as held forth in his reply to 
lak‘ Behold,” said he, “I have received 
commandment to BLESs ; and He (God) hath 
blessod, and I cannut acveisc OF his 
it is evident, that what the divine Being hath 
anid, ic consistent with his perfections and 
glory, and the final happiness of his creatures, 
In order to make this plain, observe, 

1, The communications which God has heen 
pleased to make for the consolation of man.— 
To Abraham :—and in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed: Gen. xxii. 18. 
To Israel—and in thy seed shal] all the na 
tions of the earth be blessed: xxvi. 4. To 
Jacob—and in thy seed:shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed: xxviii. 14. 

2. The nature and design of these blessings. 
The vulgar notion is, that the promise only 
secures to us temporal blessings. But in 
position to this, the apostle calls the blessing 
here promised, justification through faith— 
“ and the scriptures, foreseeing that God would 
justify the heathen through faith, preached be- 
fore the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee 
shall all nations be blessed :” Gal. iii. 8— 
But this is farther confirmed by the use Peter 
makes of the same promise. Addressing the 
worst of men, he says, “ Ye are the children 
of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with our fathers, saying to Abre- 
ham, and in thy seed shall all the kindreds of 
the earth be blessed. Unto you first, God 
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you, (not with temporal blessings, but,) 
in turning. every one of you from his iniqui- 
ties :”’ Acts iii. 25, 26. 

3. The seed to whom the promise was made 
proves the nature and design of the covenant 
to be spiritual. Now to Abraham and his seed 
were the promises made. He saith not, and 
to seeds as of many, but as of one, “and to 
thy seed, which is Christ.” The cry of infi- 
delity is frequently made against us, but the 
truth seems the reverse of the charge. 
Jews supposed, in their blinded state, that the 
Messiah of the prophets, was to be a temporal 
prince, and on this account they reject the. New 
Testament. Modern professors say, the promise 
made to Christ the seed of Abraham, was 4 
promise of temporalities ; therefore, they, 12 
effect, reject the New Testament, by denying 
the Lord that bought them, the main pillar 
which supports the mighty fabrick of Grace to 
guilty man. This is more pernicious than ope®, 
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itive infidelity. But notwithstanding all 
the unmeritted charges that are heaped upon 
us, we rejoice in the consoling truth, that Je- 
sus gave himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world, accord- 
ing to the will of God: Gal. i. 4; and we 
47 to say in the true spirit of gospel charity, 
“May God forgive those who persecute us, 
for they know not what they do.” 

4. The abilities of Christ to effect ihe ob- 
jects of this covenant; will answer the inquiry 
—Hath he spoken and shall he not make it 

? Our attention is called to the Messiah 
inthe following language, which shows most 
clearly, that it is impossible the Messiah should 
fail in any of his undertakings. ‘“ Behold my 
servant whom I uphold; mine elect in whom 
my soul delighteth. I have put my spirit 
upon him, he shall bring forth judgement to 
the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, 
nor cause his voice to be heard in the streets. 
A bruised reed shall he not break, and the 
smoking flax shall he not quench; he shall 
bring forth judgement unto truth. He sHaLi 
NOT FAIL nor be discouraged till he shall have 
set judgement in the earth, and the isles shall 
wait for his law. Thus saith God the Lord, 
he that created the heavens and stretched them 
out; he that spread forth the earth, and that 
which cometh out of it, he that giveth breath 
to the people, and spirit to them that dwell 
therein, I the Lord have called thee in right- 
eousness, and will hold thine hand and will keep 
thee, and will give thee for a covenant of the 
people, for a light of the Gentiles, to open the 

lind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
ptison, and them that sit in darkness out of 
the prison house.”—Isa. xlii. 1, &c. 

The abilities of the Messiah are derived 
from God, who holds all power, might and do- 
minion ; and his final triumph in the destruc- 
tion of all errour and wickedness is as certain 
as it is that God cannot be conquered by his 
creatures! The ultimate accomplishment of 
this glorious event rests upon the promise and 
oath of Omnipotence, and cannot fail. 

While we can thus put unlimited confi- 
dence in the Best of beings, let us draw to his 
worship, with our affections, and devote our- 
selves to his service and praise. For God is 
nota man, that he should deceive us, nor the 
son of man that he should turn from his right- 
eous pu s. What he has said he will fulfil. 
* Behold ‘I have received commandment to 
bless; and he hath blessed; and I cannot re- 
verse it.” 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE ESSAYEST, NO. 6. 


No subject demands more serious attention 
than that of punishment. Much has been 
written upon it, thousands have endeavoured 











to correct our views respecting it, but still there 
is great want of knowledge upon it. Mankind 
have, from time immemorial, believed that 
there was some necessary congruity betweem 
crime and the infliction of pain for. it, which 
they have called desert, but with what degree 
of propriety, they have generally negleeted to 
inquire. 

The idea that man deserves punishment for 
the commission of crime should be closely ex- 
amined. Punishment, according to the com- 
mon sentiment, implies the inflicting upon an 
offender a certain quantity of pain for a certain 
quantity of crime, without any regard to the 
good of the one punished, merely because it is 
supposed there is a fitness in the thing itself. 
It is supposed that justice would be very angry 
if one should do an improper act and not re- 
ceive for it a severe chastisement. For in- 
stance, should a man murder, but before he 
received any punishment, should reform and 
become a worthy man, it would make no differ- 
ence, but justice would require that a certain 
degree of pain be inflicted—say his life taken 
in exchange for the person he had killed. 

Now seo | person who thinks, must per- 
ceive, that the punishment in this case does no 
good, so far at least as the murderer is eoncern- 
ed. It neither restores the murdered to life 
nor makes the murderer a better man, because 
he had already reformed. If his life is taken, 
it can do no good to society, because it deprives 
society of one of its members. Suppose the 
person has not reformed, punishment has no 
view to his reformation, for it looks only to the 
crime committed, consequently must be’ re- 
trospective in its influence. What benefit will 
this retrospective influence confer? or what 
satisfaction will the infliction of pain give to 
justice when no good results? Nothing is 
more evident than that punishment merely for 
crime committed does no good, and to say the 
least it is useless or unjust. 

“ But if we are not to punish for the past, 
may we not punish with a view to reform an 
offender ?”? Punishment for reformation is 2 
contradiction. There is no sich thing. Pun- 
ishment is vindictive ; it looks only at the crime 
committed, and is measured according to the 
real or supposed heinousness of the offence.— 
The infliction of pain forthe purpose of refor- 
mation, is not punishment ; for its object is not 
to redress the wrong done, but to render the 
man who receives it virtuous. It now appears 
with other means for rendering men better and 
must be solved according to its power of effect- 
ing its object. No matter how bad the man 
has been—no matter how black with erime ; 
this is no-part of the inquiry, is no Criterion 
by which the quantity of pain to be inflicted 
must be determined, but how much will it re- 
quire to make him a good man, is what must 
be ascertained. 4" 

The question now occure, is the infliction 
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of pain a proper means tobe used in reforming 
a moral being? Some would answer in the 
affirmative, but I cannot. Reformation is ef- 
fected by enlightening the understanding ; but 
how inflicting pain on the body can convey 
light to the mind, I am _ unable to perceive.— 
The understanding is enlightened- by the per- 
ception of new truths, or by obtaining clearer 
views of old ones; but blows upon .a man’s 
back seem a strange means to enable him to 
perceive truth with which he is unacquainted, 
orto render clear what he faintly discerns, or 
impressive what floats idly in the brain. 

If 1 do wrong it is because I am ignorant— 
I am deceived with regard to my true interest. 
You wish to reform me—present me the truth 
—convinee me by argument that what you 
propose is for my interest, and you need be un- 
der no apprehension. But the moment you 
begin to inflict pain upon me you sour my 
mind, you render me extremély distrustful of 
the value of your proposition, and in most cases 
you will render me determined not to give it 
any attention. What mighty advantage can 
that which this man proposes confer upon me ? 
‘Task, if what he asserts is so very important, 
so very useful to myself and others, what is 
the reason he has no arguments but his supe- 


riour physical strength, by which he can make | 
Has reason no power ? | 


my mind receive it? 
has truth no might with itself? or why this 
violence, this pain inflicted upon my body, or 
mind? If this man is really my superiour in 
knowledge and virtue, how happens it that he 
is ‘unable to make me perceive his superiority 
or desire to possess it? The truth is, every 
man that uses any other force than truth, or 
any other means for my reformation than sound 


argument, calculated to convince my mind of | 


the necessity of a reformation in the particu- 
lars he enumerates, violates my natural sense 
of right, and renders abortive whatever bene- 
volent designs he may have formed. 
The most powerful means of reforming an 
offender, is to convince him he has done wrong 
—to show him what.is right, and point out to 
him the path he must take, and the course of 
conduct he must pursue to avoid the evil and 
obtain the good. In doing this, the language 
of kindness will be the most effectual. The 
offender must not be branded with infamy, but 
be treated as a brother, entitled to all the kind 
offices enjoined by fraternal affection. Jeho- 
vah réquires’ us to love him; the ‘means he 
adopts are certainly worthy our imitation. He 
brandishes not the forked lightening ; he com- 
mands not with a voice of thunder ; he crush- 
es not the wretch by his superiour strength ;— 
but unfolds his character to ws; convinces the 
mind that he is deserving our love—we per- 
ceive he possesses all the attributes necessary 
to engage our affection—* we love him because 
he first loved us.” 

If it is not allowed to inflict pain on a being 


for reformation, may it net be for example } 
Does not punishing guilty persons have a tep- 
dency to deter others from the commission of 
crime? This view of punishment is frequent. 
ly taken, and there are, no doubt, many who 
really believe that if the guilty were not pun- 
ished, vice would prevail beyond all bounds, 
But we ought to be exceedingly cautious hoy 
we “do evil that good may come.” It has 
already appeared, that to coerce or punish 
man for what he has done, without any refer- 
ence to the future, is unjust. It is only reta- 
liatory, and retaliation is forbidden by the 
New Testament. “If a man strike you on 
the right cheek turn to him also the left.”” The 
infliction of pain or the application of. force for 
the purposes of reformation, is but ill calcula. 
ted to effect its object. To inflict pain on one 
man without any regard to his own welfare, 
merely for preventing some other person from 
the commission of crime, cannot be consider. 
ed a very good example to present to society. 
It is unjust as it respects the individual who 
suffers, and I confess myself unable to perceive 
what salutary effect examples of unjust suffer- 
ing can have on the morals of society. 

Punishment for example reads a very un- 
wholesome lesson to the spectator. It says to 
him, “this man suffers unjustly to-day ; and 
if youdo the same act he has done, you shall 
suffer unjustly to-morrow.” Now, a@ much 
more effectual way to prevent crime, is to en- 
lighten the mind, and a person can most easily 
be detered from vicious practices, ‘by convin- 
cing him it is for his true interest to be virtu- 
ous. 

There is one view more to be taken of pun- 
ishment—punishment for restraint. This is 
not properly punishment ; but there is no doubt 
force may be justly applied to restrain a man 
who is in the act of violence. This, however, 
must be admitted rather as a matter of self- 
defence, and requires no more pain to be in- 
flicted upon the offender than is absolutely ne- 
cessary to prevent him from committing the act 
of violence he has commenced or is about to 
commence. There must be no wish to make 
him miserable, but we must do all we can to 
prevent the restraint we lay upon him from 
being painful. Hence I conceive there are no 
just principles on which punishment can be 
defended. Desert is a word either of no mean- 
ing or of one not to be admitted. Man, by 
transgression, brings misery upon, himself ;— 
punishment increases it, and consequently 
must be unjust. 
| But may not God punish? No: not unless 
| for the good of those he punishes. In this view 
| the innocent man may be the subject as well 

as the guilty, if it be for his good; a guilty 
| man can be the subject of it in no other. The 
| conclusion to which I arrive, is, that all puv- 
| ishment from man is unjust ; all coercion from 
one individual to another, or from society to ifs 












{ 


_ 


embers, except in case of absolute necessity 
for the restraint of actual violence, cannot be 
allowed. Punishment from God to his crea- 
tures, may perhaps be sometimes inflicted, but 
not justly, if we know any thing about justice. 
All vice undoubtedly produces misery; but 
not as a penalty, but as a necessary conse- | 

ence. Hence, if we would be happy we | 


must be virtuous. 8 | 
es j 

For tug Gorrer, ADVOCATE. 

“ Universalism no test ina dying hour.” — | 
The above is at the head of an article | 
which appeared in the Rochester Observer of | 
June 13, signed Veritas. It purports to con- | 
tain a renunciation of the doctrine of Univer- 
salism, by Davin W. BELL, with whom, I 


have the satisfaction to say, I have had con- | 


siderable acquaintance. It is likewise a plea- 
sure to add, that, so far as my acquaintance 
with him extended, I believe Mr. Bell to 
have been a young man of worth and talents, 
and was respected by.those who knew him. 


Ihave no hesitation in saying, that it is 
more than probable Mr. Bell believed in the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation. He was a 
young man possessing great strength of mind, 
and having atolerably ready use of language 
toconvey his sentiments, he generally had 
recourse to reasoning, which, as may be seen, 
characterizes his letter to his fathet. I do not 
pretend to say, that Mr. Bell had not a good 
general knowledge of the scriptures, for I be- 
lieve he was quite studious ; but he doubtless 
depended much upon his own native talents. 
He several times requested me to speak from 
texts that were urged as objections to the doc- 
trine I espoused, which i ever held myself 
ready to comply with. But 1 cannot say whe- 
ther such passages troubled his own mind, or 
whether his object was to remove objections 
from the minds of others. Be this as it may, 
it appears he renounced the doctrine so far as 
he believed it ; and he could have believed it 
no farther than he understood it. 

With the most profound respect for parental 
feelings, and deference to the candour of Mr. 
David Bell, the father of the deceased, I must 
be indulged in comparing a few of his state- 
ments with those of Veritas. Mr. Bell, in the 
P.S. says, “ The above recantation was made 
by my son in the full exercise of his ‘reason.— 
Neither was it extorted from him, or occasion- 
ed by a sudden fright, as some may pretend. 
It was from a deliberate and settled conviction 
for weeks.” Veritas, says, speaking of the 
deceased — Sometimes he would cry aloud to 
God for mercy—again, entreat his Maker to 
annihilate him. Sometimes he would call on 
others to pray—again, would beg them not to 
pray for him, for he had already sealed his own 
damnation. “O!” says he, “ it can alone be 






for me to be damned. [ must be damned !— 
I am damned !—damned to all eternity !!” I 
forbear quoting any more from the piece in 
question, as the editor is requested to publish 
the whole, and will, no doubt, comply. 

I entertain not the least doubt, that Mr. B: 
made the statement concerning the rationality 
of his son under an approving conviction of 
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| its truth; and I do not design to treat it other- 


wise than seriously: He says, “ The above 
recantation was made by my son when in the 
full exercise of his reason.”” But are we to 
conclude, that a prayer or entreaty to God to 
be annihilated was a dictate of reason? Is it 
the language or the exercise of reason, to cail 
| on others to pray for him, and then. beg them 
| not to pray? and assign as a reason that “ he 
| had already sealed his own damnation ?” Nay, 
let me ask those who will seriously consider 
the matter, whether it is reasonable, that one, 
settling under the horrid conviction, that “ he 
had sealed his vwn (endless) damnation,” 
could be “in the full exercise of his reason ?” 
What but the ravings of mental derangement 
and despair could prompt the soul-piercing ex- 
clamation : “O! it can alone be for the glory 
of God and the good of others, for me to be 
damned !—I must be damned !—I am damned! 
—<damned to all eternity !!’’ That this man, 
the deceased, was in a state of despair, is 
shown by the above language. What did he 
despair of ? He despaired of immortal felici- 
ty! Could reason maintain her empire under. 
this load? Itis believed that despairing of 
eternal salvation, is certain to produce derange- 
ment, if this hopeless condition continues any 
length of time. How obvious it is, that in this 
sense, “hope saves us.” David W. Bell, if. 
Veritas have done justice to his words, and if 
his words were really expressive of his feel- 
ings, of which I think there ean be no‘doubt, 
was truly without hope! Could he have been 
‘“in the full exercise of his reason?” Let the 
mournful memory of the names of hundreds, 
who, like this man, despaired of mercy, and 
in a fit of derangement, (the certain product 
of hopelessness,) sought relief in death by be- 
coming their own executioners, answer. What 
good has a belief in a vindictive Deity, and 
the doctrine of endless wo, dche? But be- 
hold what injury it has done! It has eclipsed 
the smiling face of God and of his anointed ! 
It has filled kingdoms with blood and carnage 
—it has filled families with mourning, lament- 
ation and wo—it has thrown individuals into 
the vortex of despair, and crimsoned the walls: 
of the sanctuary with the gore of the suicide! 
Let the question be repeated, What good has 
the belief of this doctrine done? Has it pro- 
duced love to God and man? Has the effect 
been the fulfilling of the law? It may have 
restrained many outward acts of sin. But in 
doing this, it has operated like any other sub- 





for the glory of God, and the good of others, 


ject of terrour. Those under its influence have 
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not acted frema love of God and of duty, be- } 
ible that they should.— | 


cause it was not 


<¢ God is love—and whosoever loveth is born of | 


God and knoweth God.” 


It is a fact, often admitted, and one which] | 


think always will be, when properly consider- 
ed, that, asthe Deity is good, unchangeably 
* good to all,”—‘ kind to the unthankful and 
the evil”--“ sending his son into the world, not 
to condemn the world, but that the world, 
through him might be saved,” it is reasonable 
that all. should be saved; but it is said the 
seriptures 5 Age a different language. But 
may it not be seriously questioned, whether 
the scriptures speak a language which is unrea- 
sonable? I believe I risk nothing in saying, 
that there is not a sensible and reasonable 
man, who will pretend te maintain the doc- 
trine of ceaseless anguish on sound principles 
of reason. Admitting, then, that the “ full 
exercise of reason” will justify the belief that 
“God will have all men to saved and to 
come to :the knowledge of the truth,” it will 
be impossible to show how a “full exercise of 
reason” can justify a renunciation of the same 
belief. A man may be in the full possession 
of his reason, and speak against, and reject 
the doctrine of universal grace, but I very 
much doubt the exercise of it. 

I know not who furnished the caption to this 
article; Mr. Chipman, or Veritas. It seems, 
however, a safe conclusion, with some one, 
that Universalism is no test ina dying hour, 
from the fact related. But where one instance 
of the renunciation of the doctrine can be pro- 
duced, it is believed one hundred can be named 
of an opposite character. And what does all 
this prove? Nothing, as to the truth or false- 
hood of any doctrine. By this species of evi- 
dence every doctrine might be proved both true 
and false at the same time. It is “tothe law 
and the testimony,” that all our appeals should 
be made to establish truth and refute errour ; 
and it is by this test that we are willing to be 
tried, but by no other. W. I. Reese. 


FROM THE CAYUGA PATRIOT. 


“Let man awake from the lethargy into 
which theological delusion has steeped his sen- 
ses, scale the ramparts of superstition and 
emancipate the world.” Let patriotism be 
aroused, and every friend to religious and civil 
liberty declare himself on the side of his coun- 
try. 
Man has, in every age, been subjected more 
or less, to the tyranical influence of priestcraft ; 
and in the present age, and in this free and 
enlightened country, it reigns with powerful 
sway. ‘To true and genuine religion, I am, as 
I trust, sincerely devoted ; and will ever speak 
of it in the highest admiration and respect.— 
But that religion which depends on money for 
its support, founded in bigotry, intolerance and 





superstition, Iwill forever discard. The same 
ape ow that is discoverable in those who are 
or stopping canal boats and stages from ry. 
ning on the Sabbath, manifests itself in yay). 
ous ramifications ; all tending to subvert the 
liberties of the people. We see the same class 
of men making-repeated efforts to have their 
religion established by law—forming combing. 
tions for the purpose of endeavouring to compe! 
the people to submit to their dictation, in q 
manner highly injurious to the cause of rr. 
gious liberty. The attempt to get a law pass. 
ed to prohibit the running of canal boats on 
the Sabbath, is well known to our citizens. 
Happily, and to the honour of the state be it 
said, that attempt proved unavailing. 

The example of other nations is amply suf. 
ficient to admonish us of the danger of giving 
power to priests. Let us be profited by this 
example ; and look well to our rights. Itis 
easier to prevent the yoke and shackles of 

riesteraft from being fastened on us while we 

ave the means in our possession to avoid it, 
than to throw them off when on, rivetted by 
the screws of relentless tyranny. The time 
has arrived, in my humble opinion, when it 
has become necessary that this enemy of our 
Republick, should be unveiled, and exposed 
in all its naked deformity. I believe that it 
is not yet too late to put it down by publick 
sentiment, but if suffered to progress uninter- 
ruptedly, will eventually produce a tremend- 
ous catastrophe ; and it is to be feared the result 
will be—the destruction of our liberties. 

I rejoice that the devotees of priestcraft, 
(those who are making continual efborts to get 
a religion established by law,) have taken such 
an open stand. The people cannot now mis- 
understand their object; and I flatter myself, 
that the sons and daughters of freedom will 
arise in their strength, and fearlessly assert and 
exercise that privilege which is their bitth- 
right—Freedom of Conscience. 

The fine is now clearly drawn. We see 
the followers of priesteraft and theological de- 
lusion, arrayed against the friends of civil and 
religious liberty : bigots and fanaticks, against 
the supporters of those invaluable blessings so 
dearly bought in the American Revolution, 
and happily secured to us by the constitution 
of our conntry. 

Be cautious, fellow-citizens, sacrifice not 
your independence at the shrine of priestcraft. 
Set yourselves to work, and assist im extirpa- 
ting this Bohon Upas from the fair soil of free- 
dom. 

Mr. Editor : The preceding remarks (whick 
I submit to you, with much diffidence, for pub- 
lication) have - been’ elicited by the perusal of 
an article published in the Geneva Gazette, 
and copied. into the Auburn Free Press, signed 
“ A Citizen ;” also of several barefaced and 
effrontery pieces that have lately made their 
appearance in the Rochester Observer, and 
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er publick prints, on the subject of Sabbath 
yas While reading them, [ was induced 
to express a wish that the world should hear 
from me on tliat subject, however feeble the 
attempt. : 

I wish the authours of those pieces, to un- 
derstand that the friends of freedom are not to 
be silenced by the denunciations of those 
« who, for a pretence make long prayers.” 

Could they see themselves as others see them 

*T would from many a blander free them. 

I conclude, Mr. Editor, by invoking the 
genius of Liberty to inspire her sons with can- 
dour and courage to meet the approaching cri- 
sis. A Friend to civil and religious Liberty. 

Ss 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Liberty of Conscience is the inherent aud unaliena- 
ble right of Man, and when bottomed on Scripture 
and reason is the only basis on which résts his respon- 
sibility. 

Mr. Epiror,—It will be recollected by all 
those who notice passing events, that within 
some four or five years past the — has 
repeatedly come before our courts of judicature, 
“whether those persons who disbelieve the 
popular doctrine of endless punishment in a 
future state of existence, are not, in consonance 
to common law, thereby rendered incompetent 
as legal witnesses.” 

Although in most instances the idea when 
thus brought to view has been justly exploded, 
yet in three solitary cases it has been decided 
in the affirmative, which has so elated a certain 
sanctimonious class in the christian communi- 
ty, who, boasting of their pre-eminent standing 
in a religious view by their orthodox—creed, 
have consequently feasted themselves on san- 
guine anticipations that the system of faith em- 
bracing this proscribed tenet, will either be 
kept in “ durance vile,” or will speedity come 
to an untimely end. Several judicious replies 
to their crude adjudications have heretofore 
appeared before the publick, which ought, ere 
this time, to have carried conviction to every 
candid and enlighggned mind; yet to my re- 
collection other important evils, which will 
issue from such a judgement, have not yet been 
exhibited. Hence, as the Syren song has 
lately been revived and chanted before two 
courts of session, one held at Albany, and the 
other at Rhode Island, it has become proper 
for the honour of truth, and for the informa- 
tion of every independent citizen, to show not 
only that our civil and religious rights are in 
jeopardy, but to what lengths superstition and 
fanaticism will go to farther its preposterous 
designs, even without one solid argument de- 
ducable from scripture, reason or common 
sense in support thereof; for these reasons I 
shall attempt to bring this momentous subject 
once more to publick view, as supplementary 
to what has been done, by a brief statement of 
four prominent evils, which would spontane- 





ously grow out of the above decrees if put into 
execution. 

1. To debar the testimony of a witness sole- 
ly on the ground of his religious belief,-with- 
out also nulifying the judicial of 


| every grade of civil officers, whose faith ma 
_ be in unison therewith, must be deemed mal- 
| administration ; for, provided no credence can 


be placed on the veracity of the former, then 
it is evident, by the same rule, none can be 
placed on the latter, for in these solemn cases 
the principles of justice must and ought to 
have itsclaim. To plead eminence of station, 
knowledge of human nature, or even of the 
essence of civil polity, will‘be of no avail.— 
Hence we cannot but see what a revolution in 
the administration of justice must inevitably 
ensue. rete [ pg are the po and con- 
scientious to bow to this Dagon of self-styled 
Orthodoxy, in whatever way or manner its 
capricious votaries may please to dictate? Is 
not this (at least in embryo) an attempt to 
unite Church and State, with its heart-rendj 
result ? a result marked with all the horrours 
of anarchy in its demoralizing effects. 

2d. Those adjudications above ‘named, if 
correct, must inevitably nulify one cardinal ar- 
ticle interwoven with our federal constitution, 
and which all except the dogmatical bigot 
but will acknowledge stands recognized as one 
of the brighest stars in our political horizon, to 
wit, “ setting the conscience entirely free in all 
matters of faith,” leaving tlie control thereof 
exclusively with that Almighty Being to whom 
only the prerogative belongs. --That this posi- 
tion stands on first wn ee, and is imbibed 
by intuition, as a radical truth, no unprejudiced . 


and reflecting mind will call in question, be- 
cause without the undisturbed enjoyment of 
this immunity the glorious march of truth has 
been and ever will be impeded ; as a demon- 
strative proof thereof we have only to advert 


to its counter part as has been practiced for 
centuries past, resulting in sottish ignorance, 
anarchy, confusion, bloodshed and every evil 
to which human nature is incident. 

3d. Granting the aforesaid evil decisions to 
be in conformity to the principles of jurispru- 
dence, what must have been the views and 
motives that influenced those sage compilers 
of that eled instrument on which our 
political existence is founded? The inference 
is Obvious ; for the moment that article was 
sanctioned by that august body, they did, at 
one bold and tremendous stroke, disfranchize, 
in a degree, a certain portion of the citizens of 
these United States, and in proportion as light 
advances in the system of theology, (and its 
progress is indeed rapid,) in the same ratio this 
evil must increase. Admitting these premises 
to be true, this alternative must be established 
—either those wise, honest, pattiotick, and ever 
to be revered authours of our excellent code of 
laws, have acted from ignorant or base motives, 
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to either of which ultimatums no one, I pre- 
sume, will have the hardihood to aver, or even 
to suggest ; for in either case it would be cast- 
ing a vile reproach, if not a libel, on those ex- 
alted and highly distinguished personages. 

The fourth deleterious effect on the commu- 
nity, would, if possible, be the most outrage- 
ous and appalling ; because admitting the ad- 
judication to be in accordance to the maxims 
of common law, and to remain in full force 
and virtue as the charter on which our rights 
and immunities are founded, and by which, of 
consequence, our judicial officers are to be go- 
verned in forming their decisions, it is a solemn 
fact, that thereby one more door will be open- 
ed promoting the awful crime of perjury back- 
ed up by a train of démoralizing effects. It 
requires but a slight acquaintance with human 
nature to be convinced that man, universally 
labouring under that most potent of all propen- 
sities, “the inordinate love of money,” will 
not hesitate, when this idol god is at stake, to 
leap every barrier which may interpose in the 
gratification of his darling object. What 
then are we not reasonably to expect will be 
the direful ultimatum? We have always had 
great cause to regret, that, with a view to 
evade justice, to gratify a perverse will, and 
to foster pride with its attending corrupt pas- 
sions and propensities, resort in too many in- 
stances has been had to every species of chi- 
canery, artifice and stratagem, which art, cun- 
ning or intrigue could possibly put in requi- 
sition to accomplish nefarious designs. Those 
who are conversaat with courts of judicature, 
witnessing the course generally pursued by 
plaintiff and defendant, cannot but subscribe 
to these remarks. Thus circumstanced, it is 
to be lamented, that there are by far too many, 
let their external. creeds be what they may, 
who will, when put to the test, adopt the easy 
pretext of implicating a witness either on sus- 
picion, or no matter what, as interest may 
dictate ; thus forcing from him an oral denial 
or affirmation of the odious tenet, as the case 
may be, even to the shipwreck of conscience. 

Thus stands and exhibition of the dismal 
portrait in its native deformity ; a portrait clad 
in habliments of wo, emerging in {part, if not 
wholly, from a superstitious tradition, or the 
germs of a bigoted education. 

A few remarks will close this communica- 
tion. Let the fact be made indelible on every 
mind, that it would be a phenomenon in nature 
to see a combination in one person of those ne- 
cessary qualities constituting the finished jurist 
and the theologist, because the component 
parts, which give the impress to the two char- 
acters are formed of different materials, and 
embrace essential and diversified subjects ; 
hence the construction of the human mind is 
incompetent to constitute adepts in systems of 
such magnitude; therefore, for a judge or di- 


vine to lay aside their respective qualifications ! 





must be deemed a perversion of those rules of 
decision in such cases as are established 

logical maxims. It is quite inconsistent and 
must in a sense be degrading for a civilian tg 
exchange the robe for the mitre, thereby acting 
the double part of a jurist and a casuist. While 
we cortemplate the vast ascendency which re. 
ligious tradition has ever had over the humgp 
mind, it is a matter of regret, that any man of 
talents, reflection and candour, especially those 
whose characters stand high in publick estima. 
tion, more so that judges of law, equity and 
the civil rights of their fellow ereatures, should 
pass sentence in cases of conscience ; and it is 
to be feared, without reviewing the subject. un. 
der all its ramifications, thereby manifesting 
open testimony in vindication of certain creeds 
and dogmas because they possess a popular 
stamp, when it is a self-evident truth, that they 
were formed at periods when the civil arm was 
uplifted in their support solely for the mutual 
interest of emperors, kings, popes and cardin- 
als with their numerous minions and vassals; 
but which, since the liberty of speech and the 
press have been tolerated, are proved to the 
satisfaction of the unprejudiced and deserving, 
who have investigated the subject, that they 
are entirely aside from those first and funda 
mental principles of the gospel and the nature 
of things, to be the legitimate offspring of hea- 
then fables and Egyptian mummery, nursed in 
the lap of a despotick and mercenary priest- 
hood in times when “darkness covered the 
land and gross darkness the people”—when 
Church and State became amalgamated, and 
which has ever resulted, agreeable to church 
history, in obliterating from the minds of the 


great mass of the people almest over pee 
founded on virtue, religion and morality, ulti- 


mating in ignorance, arma. imprison- 
ment, and death to suffering millions. 





SELECTIONS. _ 


Most nations have their great men, their philosoph- 
ers and sages, whose memory they revere ; but per- 
haps no nation can boast of a Sse extraordinary maa 
—one more devoted to the cause of virtue—ane who 
laboured with a more unremitting zeal for the welfare 
of his countrymen, than Confucius the Sage of the 
Chinese. Many of his sentiments would doubtless 
appear childish in this enlightened age, but they were 
probably far in advance of the one in which he lived, 
and had a very powerful and salutary influence apo 
the morals and manners of his country... As, hisin- 
structions, the doctrines he taught, and the morality he 
laboured to produce, have had, perhaps, a more exten- 
sive influence over the Asiatick world, than those of 
any other individual, we think our readers will te 
pleased with the following well written sketch of his 
life and writings. It may perhaps enlarge our views 
and prevent us from drinking in the illiberal notion, 
that the great and good can be found only among our 
Ep. - 





selves, 
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From the Olive Branch. 
LIFE OF CONFUCIUS. 

’ Confucius, or King-fu-tse, the most distin- 
wished and venerated af the Chinese philoso- 
s, and a descendant from the imperial 
family of the dynasty of Shang, was born in the 
Kingdom of Lu, now the province of Shang- 
ton, about 550 years before the Christian era. 
According to this date, which is supported by 
the best authorities he must have been contem- 
porary with Pythagoras and Solon, and some 
time earlier than Socrates. While he was yet 
very young, he afforded indications of extraor- 
dinary abilities, which were cultivated with 
ancommon application under the direction of 
able instructors. Almost as soon as he had 
arrived at years of manhood, he had made as- 
tonishing proficiency in ali the learning of his 
time, and was particularly conversant in the 
ancient canonical and ecclesiastical books at- 
tributed to the legislators Yao and Chun, which 
the Chinese call, by way ofeminence, The 
Five Volumes, and consider to be the source 
ofall their science and morality. His natural 
temper was excellent, and his conduct irre- 
chable and exemplary. He was particu- 
larly praised for his humanity, humility, since- 
rity, temperance, disinterestedness, and con- 
tempt of riches. The reputation which Con- 
fucius acquired by his accomplishments and 
virtues occasioned his being appointed to dif- 
ferent places of eminence in the magistracy of 
his country ; which fé filléd with honor to him- 
self, and signal benefit to the kingdom. The 
pablic situations in which he officiated enabled 
himto form an accurate judgement of the state 
of morals among his countrymen, which had 
become deplorably corrupt and vicious; and 
induced him to form the scheme of a general 
reformation in morals, manners, and policy. 
This scheme he endeavoured to carry into ex- 
ecution by preaching up a strict and pure mo- 
rality, and using all the influenee of his autho- 

rity, and of his virtues; in recommending it. 
Such success attended his efforts for some 
time, that he deservedly became an object of 
reverence and gratitude, and was raised to a 
fee of the highest trust in the kingdom of 
u. In this situation his councils and advice 
produced the happiest effects, by the introduc- 
tion of order, justice, concord, and decorum 
throughout the whole kingdom, and rendering 
it the subject of admiration, and unfortunately 
aleo of envy, in the dominions of the neigh- 
bouring princes. According to general repre- 
Sentation, the king of Tsi, dreading that the 
king of Lu would become too powerful if he 
continued to be directed by the wisdom and 
good policy of Confucius ; devised the expedi- 
ent of sending tq him and his nobles a present 
of beautifal young girls, who had from their in- 
fancy been trained up in every captivating ac- 
tomplishment : of which the consequence was, 
an enfire abandanment of the business of the 





state, and a universal effeminacy and disso~ 
luteness of manners. ‘T'o whatever cause it 
was owing, a sad degeneracy appears to have 
taken place in the court and kingdom of Lu ; 
which determined Confucius, after repeated 
ineffectual struggles against it, to quit his em- 
ployment, and to retire te someother kingdom, 
where his endeavours to promote reformation 
might prove more successful. After traversing 
different kingdoms, in which the confused state 
of public affairs, and the predominancy of the 
worst vices, afforded him little hopes of suc- 
cess in his grand scheme, and exposed him al- 
so to many inconveniences and mush personal 
danger, he devoted himself to the business of 
more private instruction in philosophy and 
morality. His fame and his virtues soon pre- 
cured him a great number of disciples; who 
continued firmly attached to his person and 
doctrine ; of whom he sent six hundfed into 
parts of the empire, for the purpose of enlight- 
ening and reforming the people. Seventy two 
of his disciples were distinguished from the 
rest, and are celebrated in the Chinese annals, 
on account of the superiority of their attain- 
ments ; and ten of these above the others, for 
their complete knowledge of the principles and 
doctrines of their master. They were divided 
by him into four classes. The more immedi- 
ate province of the first class was the study of 
the moral virtues ; of the second, that of ‘the 
arts of reasoning and eloquence ; of the third, 
that of the rules of good government, and the 
duties of the magistracy ; and the appropriate 
business of the fourth was what we may call 
publick preaching, or the delivery of correct 
and polished popular discourses on moral sub- 
jects. But, great and unwearied as were the 
exertions of this philosopher for promoting the 
reformation of his countrymen, the task was 
too mighty to be accomplished by -his powers : 
which sensibly affected his mind as he advan- 
ced in life. uring his last sickness, he ac- 
knowledged to his disciples, that his heart was 
overpowered with grief on beholding the disor- 
ders which prevailed in the empire; and he 
mournfully exclaimed, ‘* Immense mountain !”” 
(alluding to that editice of perfection which he 
had been endeavouring to rear,) * how art 
thou fallen! The great machine is demdlish- 
ed, and the wise and the virtuous are no more.”’ 
And he afterwards added, The kings and 
princes will not follow my maxims: I am no 
longer useful on earth : it is, therefore, time 
that I-should quit it.” 

These words were followed by lethargy, 
from which he never recovered. He died in 
the 72d year of his age, in his native king- 
dom, whither he had returned, accompanied 
by his disciples. After his death, he was la- 
mented by the whole empire ; in which inau- 
merable edifices have been raised to his honor, 
with such inscriptions as the following : To 
the Great Master :—To the Chief Doctor ;-- 





220 
¢ 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





To the Saint :—To the Wise king of Litera- 
ture—To the Instructor of Emperors and 
Kings. And so high is the respect paid to 
his memory, in the present day, that his de- 
scendants enjoy by inheritance the honorable 
title and office of mandarins, and are allowed 
the privilege, in common with the princes of 
the blood, of exemption from the payment’ of 
all taxes to the emperor. And, moreover, it 
is requisite, before any person can be admit- 
ted to the title of doctor, that a present shall 
have been made by him to a mandarin of the 
race of our philosopher. 

The works which Confucius composed for 
the use of his disciples, and the preservation 
of his philosophy, are looked upon by the Chi- 
nese as Of the first authority, next tothe an- 
cient classical book. So great was the au- 
thor’s modesty, however, that it led him to dis- 
claim all pretensions in them to originality, and 
declare himself indebted, for the information 
and wisdom which they convey, tothe Five 
Volumes. These works are: 1. ‘Tayhio, i.e. 
‘The Grand Science, or School of Adults ; de- 
signed principally for the instruction of prin- 
ces and magistrates, and enforcing the duties 
of-self government, and of, perseverance in the 
chief good, or a uniform obedience to the laws 
of right reason. 2. The Chongyong, or the 
Immutable Medium ; the practice of which, 
in the exercise of the passions, is illustrated by. 
examples, and shown to be the true method of 
arriving at perfection in virtue. 3. Lung-yu, 


or Moral and Pithy Discourses ; containing a 
view of the actions, sentiments, and maxims, 


of Confucius and his disciples. 4. Meng-toe, 
or The Book of Mencius; so called from a 
disciple of Confucius, who is supposed to have 
completed it from his master’s writings. The 
preceding articles are considered as entitled 
to the highest estimation, next to the Five Vol- 
umes: to which are to be added, 5. The Hy- 
au-king, which treats of the reverence due 
from children to parents; and, 6. The Syan- 
byo, or Tlie School or Science of Children ; 
consisting of sentences and examples taken 
from ancient and modern authors. 

The religious principles of Confucius, when 
fully considered, appear tu be pure and ration- 
altheism. He has been accused, by some il- 
tiberal critics on the writings of the missiona- 
ries of China, of having maintained, and_cov- 
pe propagated, atheistical notions. But 
such a conclusion can only have been unwar- 
rantably deduced from some dark expressions 
in his writings, which seem to connect, the 
idea of materiality with that of Deity.* It is 
totally irreconcileable with his language, that 
the Tyen, or Deity, is the most pure and per- 
fect essence, principle, and foundation of all 
things—that he is dependant and almighty, 





* It is impossible for us to conceive of any possible 
medium between maferialily and nothing.— Editor of 
the Olwe Braae? 





and watches over the government of the on. 
verse, so that no event can happen but by his 
will and power,—that he is possessed of such 
infinite knowledge, that our most 

thoughts are not hidden from him, that he is 
holy without partiality, and of such: boundless 
goodness and justice, that he cannot bessibly 
let virtue go unrewarded, or vice unpunishei 


With regard to his sentiments respecting the - 


human soul, and a state of future rewards and 
punishments, no precise and determinate idegs 
can be derived from any of the accounts which 
the missionaries have transmitted to us. His 
morality is rational and excellent, and often 
sublime. It may, without disadvantage, chal. 
lenge a comparison with that of any of the 
Grecian or Roman sages, and is inferior 
none, either ancient or modern. 


It may not be improper to add, that, although 
the Chinese possess the greatest veneration fr 
the person and writings of Confucius, few of 
them, excepting the literati, take him for their 
guide in religious matters. Their predomin- 
ant system comprehends a mixture of the an- 
cient Pagan idolatry, and of the fables and 
superstitions of Indian mythology, constituting 
the worship of Fo, or Foe; which was intro- 
duced into China within the first century of 
the Christianera See Moreri. Anc. Univers, 
Hist. vol. 20 ; Mod. Univers. His. vol. ; and 
Aikin’s General Biography, vol. 3. 
pt 

MISSIONARIES AT THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

We have for sometime had our suspicions— 
suspicions approaching towards a belief for we 
have not been without reasons for believing 
that the many accounts of the sufferings and of 
the success of missionaries on foreign stations 
which appear in the religious newspapers: of 
this country, are very high wrought if not in 
many instances quite untrue. The following 
interesting lefter from a very respectable gen- 
tleman of Ohau, who has had every opportu- 
nity of knowing the facts as they exist at the 
Sandwich Islands, confirms our previous suspi- 
cions, and will, we think, present the mission- 
ary concern there in its true character. It may 
be relied on as being strictly correct ;—our 
readers will find it interesting. 

We very well recollect seeing the abuse 
which our orthodox Journals lately heaped on 
our patriotick countryman, the gallant ERCI- 
vAL, of the U. S. navy, for daring to- telPthé 
whole truth concerning the conduct of the 
American Missionaries at the Sandwich Isl- 
ands. We are happy to have it in our powet 
to insert a generous testimony to his worth and 
innocence, We have no doubt that one great 
object of the Missionaries, is, to make them- 
selves rich by practising on the credulity of the 
ignorant and uninformed people whom they 
are professedly sent there to enlighten and re- 
forrh.—Editor of Christian Intelligencer. 
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~~" For the Christian Intelligencer. 
BRUNSWICK, ys | 2, eae 

. Drew,— A friend in this village 
igpinenn to favour me with the perusal of 
a letter which he lately received from a rela- 
five residing in Ohau, on of the Sandwich Isl- 
The writer is-a native of this State and 
peen in mertantile business in Canton and 
the above mentioned F eyo for seven years 

h 


where he has a good opportunity of 


gbserving events which have been passing in 
that quarter of the globe. That the readers of 
excellent paper might see to what extent 


your 
pious fraud is suffered to usurp the place of 
truth and honesty,'I proceed to gine a few ex- 
tracts touching the proceedings of our Mission- 
aries in that dark corner of the earth. 

“ Much has been said in the publick papers 
relative to the conduct of Captain PeRcivaL, 
of the United States’ Schooner Dolphin, while 
at this place ; but let me tell you that many 
worse men are afloat than Capt. P. ; and had 
the Missionary Society for foreign Missions 
men as capable of filling their offices as Capt. 
P. is of his, there would be more done and less 
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From the Philadelphia Reformer. 
MODERN MISSIONS. 

We hesitate not to say that missionary in- 
stitutions, and the going out of missionaries, 
are made absolutely to depend on the monies 
which can be collected together, aud hence 
it will at once appear that money is their foun- 
dation, and human schemes are the means 
employed in order to establish that foundation. 
If this be denied, let us resort to the experi- 
ment above mentioned—remove the money, 
and see whether the institutions will stand, or 
the missionaries go. If this experiment were 
put into immediate operation, it would doubt- 

_ less answer the same purpose in this our day, 
|as the scourge which our Lord made use of 
| in his day, in driving from the Temple those 
| who sold oxen, sheep and doves, and ‘the chan- 
' gers of money—for if one the money tables 
| Were overthrown there would be found but 
| few who would take their lives in their hands 
' in order to be instrumental in saving the souls 
of poor wandering Indians. Here it is worthy 
| of particular remark, that our blessed Lord 
| and Saviour not only drove out of the Temple 


said. It is really enough to shock any one | the changers of money, but he also overthrew 


possessing a tolerable degree of modesty, to 
see accounts of the sufferings and privations of 
the Missionaries at tiis place. Had they re- 
mained in America, they would have been 
pounding iron, making shoes, and shoving the 
jack plain, and been glad to sit down to com- 
mon dinners ; while here they live like Noble- 
men, with numerous servants in atiendance. 
In fact good mechanicks have been spoiled to 
make poor ministers. Perhaps you will think 
lam not friendly towards Missionaries ; but I 
assure you I am a friend to all the good under- 
takings of Mission Societies to use means to 
send light to the dark parts of the globe, but 
at the same time think it a Abel on the mercy 
and goodness of God, that such men as could 
not figure at home should be sent this distance 
for the purpose of enlightening this people. 

“What have they done? The two first 
years passed away and nothing was done ; and 
for this reason—they were not capaple of be- 
ginning ; and had not Mr. Ellis, an English 
missionary from the Society Islands come 
among them and put them in the way of doing, 
they never would have commenced ; and now 
to behold the swelling accounts of the wonder- 
ful works performed here, is too much for a 
cool observer (residing here) to read without 
feeling for those who read and swallow the 
same, without the least mistrust that seven- 
aghts is untrue.” 

N. B. I have been at some trouble to pro- 
ture the letter from which I have taken these 
eXtracts, and perhaps it may be well to inform 
you, that I am personally acquainted with the 
wthour, and know him to be a man of good 

racter and understanding ; and for his ve- 
rcity, all who know him will readily vouch, 

A Ferenn to Trutn. 


their tables, plainly evincing that money 
tables have their proper province only when 
connected with merchandize; hence said he, 
‘*Make not my Father’s house an house of 
merchandize.”’ 

If we have succeeded in convincing the 
reader that missionary institutions and the go- 
ing out of missionaries, together with the good 
they hold out to view, are made absolutely to 
depend on money, can there be any difficulty 
in proving that these institutions are kept in 
existence by speculating on the purest feelings 
of the Christian’s mind as well as his proper- 
ty? What stone has been left unturned !— 
What scheme that human ingenuity could in- 
vent has not been resorted to in order to effect 
this purpose ? Is there yet another scheme 
untried more ingenious than the rest? Time 
and experince alone must give the answer 
here. ‘The value and importance of the im- 
mortal soul of the poor Indian has been largely 
expatiated on in order to induce Christians to 
contribute of their money, and thereby uphold 
these institutions. The truth that God is 
pleased in the infinjtude of his wisdom, in ma- 
ny instances, to employ human agency in or- 
der to accomplish his own most gracious ends, 
has also been made the subject for eloquence 
and talent, for the purpose of building up and 
perpetuating this foundation. The poor In- 
dians themselves have been brought from their 
wigwams, and the simple, sincere, and heart- 
felt experience of some of them has also been 
pressed in to enrich this treasury; by exciting 
in the minds of Christians feelings which are 
inseparable from true religion, and under the 
influence of which, they, from the most pure 





motive which can prompt the heart, aid in 
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supporting a principle which, if known, they 
would abhor. 

Bat this is not all : such has been the excite- 
ment occasioned by the appearance of those 
Indians in Philadelphia, that the churches were 
not sufficient to contain the spectators—and 


here the eagle-eyed wisdom of this world soon | 


perceived the chance for speculation—fur ‘* the 
children of this world are wiser in their gene- 
ration than the children of light’’—and tickets 
of admission were advertised from Methodist 
pulpits in this city, and were sold by different 
agents at 25 cents each, and afterwards a col- 
lection taken up in the church--and for what 
purpose ? 'To support this foundation. 

While the sincerity of Christians becomes a 
fruitful source of support to these institutions, 
the pride and ambition of the worlding,is not 
permitted to lay dormant. Addresses nicely 
toned to suit each ear, are prepared—and from 

ch quarter, support, more or less, proceeds. 
‘The child’s penny is also coaxed from it, and 
little tales and ditties suited to the simplicity 
of childhood, are told and published, which 
play upon the young and tender mind, and 
form inducements to draw from them their 
smal] trifles. We have also heard of “ mission- 
ary sheep, missionary potatoe fields, missiona- 
ry apple trees,” &c. the produce from which 
has been carefully preserved and thrown into 

eneral stock —and to accomplish what object ? 

t is to render, if possible, this foundation im- 
movable. ‘hese are not exaggerated state- 
ments ;. they challenge the world to refute 
them: neither do they proceed from one who 
is either prejudiced in favour of his own views, 
or against those who may differ in sentiments 
from him; he wishes to distinguish between 
principles and men; and while he would zeal- 
ously oppose evil and pernicious principles, he 
would at the same time cheerfully admit * that 
a delusion may exist, and yet the warm vota- 
ry of that delusion be as sincere as the human 
heart can be.” 
the best light they have, ‘‘angels can do no 


more ;” but when they have reason to suspect | 


the correctness of the principle on which they 
lave formerly acted from the most pure mo- 


tives, if they neglect to examine into that | 


principle, and still continue to support it, they 
cannot be innocent in the sight of God. They 
must examine into it, and if they are convin- 
ced of its correctness they are bound in duty 
te support it—if not, they must discard it.— 
The object of the writer is not to palm on the 


reader his opinion as a standard—it is to awa- | 


ken the mind of every sincere Christian to 
inquiry on this important subject; and if after 
a candid and. impartial examination of the 
foundation of missionary institutions, the rea- 
der is convinced that they are in accordance 
with the pure principles of the gospel of Christ, 
he is then bound to support them in every con- 
yistent manner in his power; if on the con- 


While men act according to | 
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horace en EER ERS SRD es 
trary, he is convinced (with the writer) that 
they are founded in the wisdom and wealth of 
this world, he cannot, at his peril, aid ig their 
support, No argument, however ing 

will answer as a palliative-——* Ye cannot gerre 
God and mammon.” 


To the hypocritical or the bigotted the~w,;, 
ter has nothing to say. Arguments with such 
characters, even were they as clear es a sup. 
beam, are only like ** pearls before swine.” 

A Mernonisr. 
_ 
EXTRACT. 

“It is said by christians, or by some of 
them, that the man who has refused to obey the 
command of God, and to worship him in the 
manher which he has directed, has sinned 2- 
gainst his maker, an infinite beiug, shown him- 
self ungrateful to God, is infinite in guilt, and 
deserves infinite punishment. 


Admitting that men are in duty bound tobe 
grateful to God, and to obey his commands, it 
is still necessary, in order to justify the punish- 
ment, of his ingratitude, that this punishment 
should prevent, or tend to prevent it, and that 
the ingratitude thus prevented be such as 
would, if it existed, be a greater evil than the 
punishment. But gratitdde is not subject to 
the will, it is not a voluntary state of the mind, 
it controuls the will, but is not controuled by 
it, of course it cannot be affected or changed 
by rewards or punishments, any further than 
| they excite a hatred of him who ‘inflicts the 
| punishment, and a love for him who-gives the 
| rewards. Ifa man be ungrateful, his ingrati- 
| tude cannot be removed by furce; you may 
| indeed compel him to do things which nove 
| but the grateful would willingly do, but he is 
| still destiute of gratitude, his heart being un- 
| changed, and his performance against his will. 
| God may compel by his punishments, his most 
| ungrateful creatures to obey his commands, 
but he cannot force their hearts to love, which 
is the gratitude that he requires. With u0- 
willing obedience he can never be pleased, be 
sets no value upon it, for he hath no needof 
| the serviee of men, nor even of the angels— 

A human ruler is satisfied when his servant 
has obeyed his commands, however unwilling 
this obedience may be, because the service 
done is all that he regards ; he may use pun- 
ishments and rewards, because they re ulate 
the acts of men, by which he is profited an 
gratified. But the case is different with Gee. 
It isthe heart which he searches, it is love 
gratitude which he requires, (not the acts 
love and gratitude,) and as these cannot 
produced by punishment, the punishment 
those iwho possess them not, would be but a0 
useless evil. It would even be worse than use 
less ; punishment excites hatred, and of course 
would make the evil worse. If God would 
| change the ingratitude of men to love, he my 
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oe nad increasing their happiness. The 
enor ad he may day into hell with safety, 
because their love is fixed, and would doubt- 
Jess continve the same; but as for those who 
love him not, he had best not punish them, lest 
their hatred should be increased, but reward 
that it may be removed. Or if this 
should not please him, he might, by an act of 
his omnipotence, plant a sense of gratitude in 
their hearts, but all punishment of the ungrate- 
ful must be misery inflicted on them in vain. 
A RRR 


MORAL INDEPENDENCE. 
To be independent, it is not sufficient to be 
endowed with the feelings of duty and justice 
as principal motives ; these must also be com- 


bined with indifference about the opinion of 
others when unjust, with courage and perse- 
verance, in order to resist difficulties and ob- 
stacles, and attend only to the aim, and to 
think of the necessary means. 








- ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 





‘* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 








“SUNDAY LINE OF STAGES.” 

The excitement produced by the efforts of the Pres- 
hyterians to compel an observance of the Jewish Sab- 
bath, exceeds any thing heretofore known to the people 
ofthis state. There remains no doubt on the minds of 
the reflecting part of community, that the “ new line 
of stages” is one of the meusures of the orthodox, 
which has long been in preparation, designed ar an- 
other step-in the ladder of their preferment. While 
the publick look upon it in this light, many are aston- 
ished at the impudence of those who have thus enga- 
ged in a measure designed to limit our freedom and 
destroy the rights of the people. 

But we have been too long conversant with the un- 
hallowed plans and serpentine movements of the ortho- 
dox, to be seriously alarmed by their open efforts to 
obtain power, or to be disappointed at any thing they 
have done, except it be, at a premature qvelopement 
of their unsanctified plans. No man with his eyes 
open can doubt any longer, that the Presbyterians are 
zealously engaged in efforts designed to destroy the 
rights of the people—it were almost treason against 
truth to deny it. The plan in which they are engaged, 
therefore, should encourage, rather than alarm, the 
friends of liberal principles ; for the clergy and their 
dupes will defeat themselves, It is to be desired that 
all their plans may be exhibited in like manner—for 
the people are now prepared to oppose them ; whereas 
# kept secret a little longer, or disguised under the 
garb of religion, a few years more and they would 
have had the power to effect what they have all along 
% much desired. 

Recent transactions have stripped the whole phalanx 
* those holy conspirators of their covering, and the 
World knows or may know, that not an iofa of piety 
tnters into their plan. They have, it is true, pretend- 





edthat the new line of stages was established for holy 


purposes ; but who ever thought that a spiritual race 
isto be run in an “opposition line?” The truth is, 
they have already employed their “runners” who are 
not iuferior in impudence, profanity, and vulgarity to 
other geatry of the same profession: In Utica alones 
we are informed, they have four of the most sccom- 
plished ; and from the specimen we have seen, it may 
safely be affirmed that the “piety line” will not fall 
short of the requisite amount of impudence. But all 
this will only serve to excite the contempt of all rea- 
sonable people, agaiust a plan se truly barefaced and 
abominably impious. 
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OBITUARY. 


DIED, in Benton, Yates county, N. Y. on the even- 
ing of the 5th inst. Mrs. RICE, consort of Ezra Rice, 
Esq. in the 42nd year of her age. 

“ Beloved and respected when living. she was follow- 
ed, when dead, to the silent grave, by sorrowing friends 
and a large circle of afflicted relatives. Her remains 
were brought from Penn-Yan to the Baptist meeting 
house in Benton, where the conzolations of the Gospel 
were preached from Rom. viii. 38,39, to which a large 
and respectable assembly gave audience.” 


The sermon on the oecasion was delivered by Br. 
Ackley of Hopewell, Ontario county, who forwarded 
the above notice. In his communication he observes, 
“among the people who assembled, was the venerable 
Elder of the Baptist church of that vicinity; and af- 
ter commending the mourners with the assembly, and 
the vast ransomed family of man to the guardian care 
of God, he was politely invited to close the solemnities 
of the occasion by prayer. This he promptly refused. 
What couid have produced this refusal, we do not 
pretend to know ; but feel content with knowing, that 
nothing more offensive than the love of God, and the 
consolations of the gospel characterized the sentiments 
of the discourse. How long will delusion reign and 
deprive mankind of the joy and peace attending the 
belief of the gospel of the Grace of God! We have 
to say, that we have no disposition to add any thing in 
relation to the conduct of the obstinateElder, being fully 
persuaded, that such a mind can “have no rest day 
nor night.” But we desire that he may duly reflect, 
that, in the la of the text discussed in his pre- 
sence, “ neither DEATH nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things ta 
come; nor height nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

}_____| 

DIED, in Great Bend, Pa. on the 23rd of April 
last, Mr. Daniex B. Wy.1E, in the 35th year of his 
age. 

In the death of Mr. Wylie, his bereaved companion 
is called to mourn the loss of a kind and affectionate 
husband—his children of an indulgent and: tender 
father—his parents of an amiable and dutiful son—his 
brothers and sisters of one of their number whom 
they highly esteemed and loved—his numerous ac- 
quaintances, of a true and faithful friend—and society 
at large of one of its most worthy members and 
brightest ornaments. He wasa firm and unshaken 
believer in the restitution of all things, even the salva- 
tion of a world, ransomed by the blood of Emanuel, 
in which belief, he closed his eyes in peace, and bid 
his family and friends a longadieu. He was an exam- 
ple of industry, virtue and economy. 

“ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, for they 
rest from their labours, and their works es ag 

8. M. B, 
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Poetick Department. 


Mother, what is death ? 
“ Mother, how still the baby lies : 
I cannot hear its breeth ; 
J cannot see his laughing eyes : 
They tell me this is Death! 


My little work I thought to bring, 
And sit down by his bed, | 

And pleasantly I tried to sing ; 
They hush’d me: He is dead. 


They say that he again will rise, 
More beautiful than now ; 

‘That God will bless him in the skies, 
Oh, Mother te]l me how ?” 


** Daughter, do you remember, dear, 
The cold dark thing you brought, 
And laid upon the casement here, 
A wither’d worm yon thought ? 


I told you that Almighty power 
Could break the withered shell, 

And show yow in a future hour, 
Something would please you well. 


Look at the ehrysalis, my love, 
An empty shell it lies ! 

Now raise your wondering glance above, 
To where you insect flies.” 





*O, yes,mamma ! how very gay 
The wings-of starry gold ! 

And see ! it lightly flies away 
Beyond my gentle hold! 


Oh Mother, now I know full well ; 
If God that worm can change, 
And draw it from his broken cell, 
On golden wings to range, 
How beautiful will brother be, 
When God shall give him wings, 
Above this dying world to flee, 
And live with heavenly things.” 
fa 
LINES, 
On a Mother weeping over the Grave of her Child. 
See, see that fond mother bitterly weeping, 
With sorrow distracted and wild! 
Beneath yon green turf is peacefully sleeping 
Her only, her dearly-lov’d child. 


Scarce had the young flower erected its head, 
And begun to look lovely and fair, 

When its leaves were all scatter’d on earth’s chilly bed, 
Its fragrance all vanish’d in air. 


Ah! how did the mother rejeice to behold 
The day dawning bright on her boy! 

The visions of fancy to her then foretold 
An old age of comfort and joy. 


She saw that sweet pledge of her conjugal love 
In infantine innocence smile ; 

She thought ’twas a present sent down from above, 
Her sorrows and griefs to beguile. 


But that God who form’d it was pleas’d to decree 
Its days should be number’d from birth ; 

Its spirit immortal he quickly set free; 
It burst from the fetters of earth. 


Then cease longer, mother, to weep for thy boy ; 
Though that lovely, that delicate form 

In the cold darksome grave be destined to lie, 
A prey to death’s cankering worm— 


Yet his pure soul to heaven has taken its flight, 
Freed from the confines of the tomb, 





Where with God, with Cherub, and Seraphim ion 
wi erub, and & . 
In unsullied beauty *twill bloom, eraphin bright, 


Yes, thrice happy soul ! free from all earthly str; 
Thou art fled to the home of the blest, aioe 
Thy bark, no more tost on the rude sea of life 
Isanchor’d secure in the haven of rest. ~" » 
reo EO } 


THZ SISTER’S DREAM. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 

She sleeps !—But not the free and sunny sleep 

That lightly on the brow of childhood lies ; 
Though happy be her rest, and soft, and deep, 

Yet, ere it sank"upon her shadow’d eyes, 
Thoughts of past scenes and kindred graves o’er-sweyt 
Her soul’s meek stillness—she had prayed and wept, 


And now in visions-to her couch they come, 
The early lost—the beautiful—the dead—~ 
That unto her bequeathed a mournful home, 
Whence with their voices all sweet laughter fled! 
They rise—the sisters of her youth arise, 
As from the world where no frail blossom dies. 


And well the sleeper knows them not of earth— 
Not as they were when binding up the flowers, 

Telling with legends round the winter-hearth, 
Brading their long fair hair for festal hours ; 

These things are past, a spiritual gleam, 

A solemn glory, robes them in that dream. 


Yet if the glee of life’s fresh budding years 
In those pure spirits can no more be read, 
Thence, too, hath sorrow melted—and the tears 
Which o’er their mother’s holy dust they shed 
Are all effaced ; there earth hath left.no sign, 
Save its deep love retrenehing every line : 


But oh, more soft, more tender, breathing more 
A thought of pity than in vanish’d days ; 
While hov’ring silently and brightly o’er 
The lone one’s head, they meet her spirit’s gaze ; 
With their immortal eyes they seem to say, 
* Yet sister—still we love thec—come away !” 


*T will fade, the radiant dream !—and will she not 
Wake with more painful yearning at her heart? 
Will not her home seem a yet lonelier spot, 
Her tasks more sad, when those bright shadows par’ 
And the greensummer after them look dim, 
And sorrow’s tone be in the bird's wild hymn? 


But let her hope be strong! and let the dead 
Visit her soul in heaven’s calm beauty stil) ! 
Be their names utter’d, be their memory spread 
Yet round ghe place they never more may fill! 
All is not over with earth’s broken tie— 
Where—where should sisters love, if not on high? 


5 nares mR 
PLEASURES OF RETROSPECTION. 


There are some heart-entwining hours in life, 
With sweet seraphic inspiration rife ; 

When mellowing thoughts, like musick on the ear, 
Melt through the soul, and languish in a tear. 

And such are they, when, tranquil and alone, 

We sitand ponder on long periods Nlown ; 

And, eharm’d by Funcy’s retrospective gaze, 

Live in an atmosphere of other days ; 

While friends and faces, flashing on the mind, 
Conceal the havock time has left behind ! 
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